Is Self-Defense A Mitzvah
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Genesis 14:14
(14) When Abram heard that his kinsman had been taken captive, he armed his
servants . . . and went in pursuit as far as Dan.
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Exodus 13:18
(18) So God led the people roundabout, by way of the wilderness at the Sea of
Reeds. Now the Israelites went up armedout of the land of Egypt.
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Nehemiah 4:11-12
(11) who were rebuilding the wall. The basket-carriers were burdened, doing work
with one hand while the other held a weapon. (12) As for the builders, each had his
sword girded at his side as he was building. The trumpeter stood beside me.
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Exodus 22:1
(1) If the thief is seized while tunneling, and he is beaten to death, there is no

bloodguilt in his case.
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Sanhedrin 72
MISHNA: A burglar who is found breaking into a house may be killed by the
owner of the house with impunity (see Exodus 22:1). He too is sentenced on
account of his ultimate end, as it is presumed that if the owner of the house would
resist the burglar, the burglar would kill the owner of the house. GEMARA: Rava
says: What is the reason for this salakha concerning a burglar who breaks into a
house? He explains: There is a presumption that a person does not restrain
himself when faced with losing his money, and therefore this burglar must have
said to himself: If I go in and the owner sees me, he will rise against me and not
allow me to steal from him, and if he rises against me, I will kill him. And the
Torah stated a principle: If someone comes to Kkill you, rise and kill him first.
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Leviticus 25:36
(36) do not exact from him advance or accrued interest, but fear your God. Let him
live by your side as your kinsman.
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Bava Metzia 62a
“And your brother shall live with you” (Leviticus 25:36), from which it is
derived: Return the interest to him so that he may live. The Gemara asks: And
Rabbi Yohanan, what does he do with this verse: “And your brother shall live
with you”? The Gemara answers: He requires the verse for that which is
taught in a baraita: 1f two people were walking on a desolate path and there
was a jug [kiton] of water in the possession of one of them, and the situation was
such that if both drink from the jug, both will die, as there is not enough
water, but if only one of them drinks, he will reach a settled area, there is a
dispute as to the halakha. Ben Petora taught: It is preferable that both of them
drink and die, and let neither one of them see the death of the other. This was
the accepted opinion until Rabbi Akiva came and taught that the verse
states: “And your brother shall live with you,” indicating that your life takes
precedence over the life of the other.



