
Is Self-Defense A Mitzvah 
 

ד״י:ד״י תישארב  
׃ןדָּֽ־דעַ ףדֹּ֖רְיִּוַ תוֹא֔מֵ שRׁ֣שְׁוּ ר֙שָׂעָ הנָ֤מֹשְׁ וֹת֗יבֵ ידֵ֣ילִיְ ויכָ֜ינִחֲ־תאֶ קרֶיָּ֨וַ ויחִ֑אָ הבָּ֖שְׁנִ יכִּ֥ םרָ֔בְאַ עמַ֣שְׁיִּוַ )די(  

 
Genesis 14:14 
(14) When Abram heard that his kinsman had been taken captive, he armed his 
servants . . . and went in pursuit as far as Dan. 

 
ח״י:ג״י תומש  
׃םיִרָֽצְמִ ץרֶאֶ֥מֵ לאֵ֖רָשְׂיִ־ינֵבְ וּל֥עָ םישִׁ֛מֻחֲוַ ףוּס֑־םיַ רבָּ֖דְמִּהַ xרֶדֶּ֥ םעָ֛הָ־תאֶ ׀ םיקRִ֧אֱ בסֵּ֨יַּוַ )חי(  

Exodus 13:18 
(18) So God led the people roundabout, by way of the wilderness at the Sea of 
Reeds. Now the Israelites went up armedout of the land of Egypt. 
 
 

ב״י-א״י:׳ד הימחנ  
תקֶ֥ זֶחֲמַ תחַ֖אַוְ הכָ֔אלָמְּבַ השֶׂ֣עֹ וֹ֙דיָ תחַ֤אַבְּ םישִׂ֑מְעֹ לבֶסֶּ֖בַּ םיאִ֥שְׂנֹּהַוְ המָ֛וֹחבַּ םינִ֧וֹבּהַ )אי(  
׃ילִֽצְאֶ רפָ֖וֹשּׁבַּ עַקֵ֥וֹתּהַוְ םינִ֑וֹבוּ וינָ֖תְמָ־לעַ םירִ֥וּסאֲ וֹבּ֛רְחַ שׁיאִ֥ םינִ֔וֹבּהַ֨וְ )בי( ׃חלַשָּֽׁהַ  

Nehemiah 4:11-12 
(11) who were rebuilding the wall. The basket-carriers were burdened, doing work 
with one hand while the other held a weapon. (12) As for the builders, each had his 
sword girded at his side as he was building. The trumpeter stood beside me. 
  



 
׳א:ב״כ תומש  
׃םימִֽדָּ וֹל֖ ןיאֵ֥ תמֵ֑וָ הכָּ֣הֻוְ בנָּ֖גַּהַ אצֵ֥מָּיִ תרֶתֶּ֛חְמַּבַּ־םאִ )א(  

Exodus 22:1 
(1) If the thief is seized while tunneling, and he is beaten to death, there is no 
bloodguilt in his case. 

 
ב״ע ןירדהנס  
ומצע דימעמ םדא ןיא הקזח תרתחמד אמעט יאמ אבר רמא ׳מג ופוס םש לע ןודינ תרתחמב אבה ׳ינתמ  
הרותהו היל אנליטק יאפאל יאק יאו יל קיבש אלו יאפאל יאק אנליזא יא רמא רמימ יאהו ונוממ לע  

וגרוהל םכשה ךגרוהל אב םא הרמא . 
Sanhedrin 72 
MISHNA: A burglar who is found breaking into a house may be killed by the 
owner of the house with impunity (see Exodus 22:1). He too is sentenced on 
account of his ultimate end, as it is presumed that if the owner of the house would 
resist the burglar, the burglar would kill the owner of the house. GEMARA: Rava 
says: What is the reason for this halakha concerning a burglar who breaks into a 
house? He explains: There is a presumption that a person does not restrain 
himself when faced with losing his money, and therefore this burglar must have 
said to himself: If I go in and the owner sees me, he will rise against me and not 
allow me to steal from him, and if he rises against me, I will kill him. And the 
Torah stated a principle: If someone comes to kill you, rise and kill him first. 
 
  



 
ו״ל:ה״כ ארקיו  
׃xמָּֽעִ �יחִ֖אָ יחֵ֥וְ �יקRֶ֑אֱמֵֽ תָארֵ֖יָוְ תיבִּ֔רְתַוְ xשֶׁנֶ֣ וֹ֙תּאִמֵֽ חקַּ֤תִּ־לאַ )ול(  

Leviticus 25:36 
(36) do not exact from him advance or accrued interest, but fear your God. Let him 
live by your side as your kinsman. 

 
א ב״ס אעיצמ אבב  
היל דיבע יאמ ךמע ךיחא יחו יאה ןנחוי יברו יחינד יכיה יכ היל רדהא ךמע ךיחא יחו )ול ,הכ ארקיו(  
 םיתמ םהינש ןיתוש םא םימ לש ןותיק ןהמ דחא דיבו ךרדב ןיכלהמ ויהש םינש אינתדכל היל יעבמ
 םהמ דחא הארי לאו ותומיו םהינש ותשיש בטומ ארוטפ ןב שרד בושיל עיגמ ןהמ דחא התוש םאו

ךריבח ייחל םימדוק ךייח ךמע ךיחא יחו דמילו אביקע 'ר אבש דע וריבח לש ותתימב . 
Bava Metzia 62a 
“And your brother shall live with you” (Leviticus 25:36), from which it is 
derived: Return the interest to him so that he may live. The Gemara asks: And 
Rabbi Yoḥanan, what does he do with this verse: “And your brother shall live 
with you”? The Gemara answers: He requires the verse for that which is 
taught in a baraita: If two people were walking on a desolate path and there 
was a jug [kiton] of water in the possession of one of them, and the situation was 
such that if both drink from the jug, both will die, as there is not enough 
water, but if only one of them drinks, he will reach a settled area, there is a 
dispute as to the halakha. Ben Petora taught: It is preferable that both of them 
drink and die, and let neither one of them see the death of the other. This was 
the accepted opinion until Rabbi Akiva came and taught that the verse 
states: “And your brother shall live with you,” indicating that your life takes 
precedence over the life of the other. 

 


